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Presidents: Len Gaynor, Fr. Pat Greed, Fr. Enda Burke, Carmel Daly 
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Chairman: Dave Carroll 
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Treasurer: Sinéad Gaynor 
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Child Welfare Officer: Jenny Whelan 

 

County Board & North Board Delegate: Gilbert Williams 

 

Injury Claims Officer: Martina Cleary 

 

Health & Well Being Officer: Róisín Costello 
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Club Officials 2023 

Roll of Honour 

All-Ireland Club 1 

All-Ireland Sevens 1 

Munster Club 1 

County Titles 62 

North Titles 167 



 
 
 
 

It  was always going to be difficult to match the achievements of 2022. Nobody in the club 

was under any illusions about that. In terms of success on the playing field, the U19 

footballers captured the North title for the first time. This was the only championship 

won by the senior club. However, success should not just be viewed by the amount of 

silverware that is won. Fielding a competitive third adult team was a notable 

achievement. We must do everything possible to ensure that we can affiliate a third adult 

team every year as it provides a pathway for the development of young players and 

facilitates the more mature player who wants to hurl. The launch of the “Friends of 

MacDonaghs” initiative was a tremendous success. This has the capacity to fund  the  

development of  our  facilities. The amalgamated Kilruane MacDonaghs GAA & Camogie 

Club can tap into the expertise that is available in all corners of the parish. Already, we 

have seen new volunteers take on positions of responsibility, and we hope this trend will 

continue in 2024.   

While there is naturally going to be a huge emphasis on maintaining and developing our 

facilities in the coming years, it is crucial that we set the highest standards possible in 

preparing our teams. We must aim to recruit personnel of the highest calibre to manage 

and coach all our teams. We are fortunate to have a vibrant and proactive Juvenile Club 

that is constantly trying to accommodate players of varying abilities and raise the 

standards of our underage teams. Congratulations to the U13 hurling teams on their 

success.  It is noteworthy that we fielded two U17 teams, with both contesting finals. 

2024 will bring new challenges for the club. I see us being very competitive in all the 

championships. It’s not all about winning but knowing that you have done everything 

you could to win it.  At the end of 2024, if every manager, mentor, coach, and player can 

look in the mirror and say, “I did everything I could,” I believe we will have a successful 

2024.   

 

 



 
 
 
 

The Dan Breen is now very competitive 

with all groups keenly contested. We have 

seen score difference decide what teams 

qualify and what teams battle it out in 

relegation. The fact that Kilruane 

MacDonaghs (County Champions 2022), 

JK Brackens (Mid Champions 2022), 

Clonoulty Rossmore (West Champions 

2023) and Upperchurch Drombane 

(Semi-finalists 2022) found themselves in 

relegation demonstrates the competitive 

nature of the championship. Any team 

that is slightly off the pace will find it a 

struggle. There are no easy matches in the 

Dan Breen.   

Why did we find ourselves in such a 

precarious position in 2023? A number of 

factors have to be taken into 

consideration, some outside of our 

control and some within our control. Sean 

McAdams was a huge loss to the team. His workrate  in a number of different positions 

was a major factor in our 2022 success. Injuries to Craig Morgan and Niall O’Meara at 

crucial stages of the year hampered our progress. In addition, Kian O’Kelly was not 

available for our first two championship games. Other players were also injured, and we 

got little or no value out of the league with a weakened team lining out for every game. It 

was fairly obvious that the form of some players had dipped.  

After a disappointing league campaign, we faced Borris-Ileigh in the first round of the 

North championship. The team gave an encouraging performance in defeat. In the first 

round of the County championship, we took on Toomevara. After a lethargic display, we 

suffered a ten-point defeat and were on the back foot for the remainder of the 

championship. In the second round, we lost to Roscrea after conceding three goals before 

the interval. It was a game we controlled in the first half but lost our way as half-time 

approached. We were now out of the championship and effectively in a relegation battle. 

In the final round, we gave one of our best displays of the season before being edged out 

by Moycarkey. In the relegation semi-final, we cemented our Dan Breen status for 2024 

with a hard-earned win over Upperchurch. There is little doubt in my mind that had we 

replicated the form against Moycarkey and Upperchurch in the earlier rounds, we would 

have qualified for the County quarter-finals. Thanks to the management team of Cronan 

Casey, Declan Souch, Christy Morgan, Thomas Williams, Brian O’Meara and the backroom 

team for their efforts during a challenging year. 

 

 

Senior 



 
 
 
 

County League 

Rd 1 Friday 17th March in MacDonagh Park 

Thurles Sarsfields 3-24 Kilruane MacDonaghs 1-17 

 

Rd 2  Saturday 1st April in The Ragg 

Drom & Inch 1-21 Kilruane MacDonaghs 0-14 

 

Rd 3 Sunday 16th April in MacDonagh Park 

Toomevara 3-19 Kilruane MacDonaghs 0-19 

 

Rd 4 Friday 28th April in MacDonagh Park 

JK Brackens 5-20 Kilruane MacDonaghs 2-20 

 

Rd 5 Sunday 14th May in Nenagh 

Nenagh 3-21 Kilruane MacDonaghs 0-14 

 

North Championship 

 
Quarter-Final Sunday 9th July in Dolla 

Borris-Ileigh 0-26  Kilruane MacDonaghs 0-23 

 

County Championship 

 
Rd 1 Friday 28th July in Nenagh 

Toomevara 3-16 Kilruane MacDonaghs 0-15 

 

Rd 2 Sunday 13th August in Nenagh  

Roscrea 4-21 Kilruane MacDonaghs 3-19 

 

Rd 3 Saturday 26th August in Templederry 

Moycarkey Borris 1-23 Kilruane MacDonaghs 1-21 

 

Relegation Semi-Final 

 
Sunday 1st October in Dolla 

Kilruane MacDonaghs 2-18 Upperchurch Drombane 0-20 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Deep into injury time in our final group game against Roscrea, we held a slender one-

point lead. Victory would 

have secured a semi-final 

spot. However, Roscrea 

scored the equaliser from 

a free, and we exited the 

championship. Apart from 

a very anaemic display  

against Toomevara, the 

team had given a very 

good account  of 

themselves. They had a 

victory over Nenagh and 

were unlucky not to take 

something out of the 

games against Borris-

Ileigh and Ballinahinch. 

The team trained one 

night a week with the 

seniors and had a session 

on their own, which 

helped gel the team as a 

unit. In the League, we were unfortunately drawn in a group of three, and this left very 

little scope for developing the team.  Thanks to Jimmy Cahill, Brian England, Michael 

O’Meara, Alan Quinlan and June Whelan (First Aid) for their work with this side. 

 

League 

Rd 1 Friday 26th May in Nenagh 

Nenagh 0-28  Kilruane MacDonaghs 2-14 

 

Rd 2 Saturday 3rd June in Toomevara 

Toomevara 6-21 Kilruane MacDonaghs 4-11 

 

 

 

 

Junior ‘A’ 



 
 
 
 

Championship 

Rd 1 Friday 30th June in Roscrea 

Borris-Ileigh 2-14 Kilruane MacDonaghs 1-15 

 

Rd 2 Thursday 6th July in Nenagh 

Ballinahinch 3-15 Kilruane MacDonaghs 1-15  

 

Rd 3 Friday 14th July in Toomevara 

Kilruane MacDonaghs 3-18 Nenagh 1-23 

 

Rd 4 Monday 24th July in Toomevara 

Toomevara 2-26 Kilruane MacDonaghs 1-18 

 

Rd 5 Friday 4th August in Borrisoleigh 

Kilruane MacDonaghs 0-15 Roscrea 1-12 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

We won the ‘B’ football championship for 

the first time.  A home victory over 

Kiladangan secured a final spot against 

Roscrea. In the final, the team played some 

superb football to get the better of  Roscrea. 

In the County semi-final, the team came up 

against a physically stronger Knockavilla 

side, and this game proved to be a bridge too 

far. 

For the third year in a row, we qualified for 

the semi-final of the ‘B’ hurling 

championship. In a very competitive group, 

four straight victories gave us top spot and 

home advantage in the semi-final against 

Kiladangan. For this game, Jack Mulcahy, a 

key player in our attack, was struggling with injury and his mobility was severely limited 

on the evening. This young team – thirteen of the starting fifteen are underage for 2024 – 

competed valiantly against a more experienced Kiladangan outfit. With the proper 

preparation, this team can make a bold in for honours next year. Thanks to Joe Whelan, 

Pat Murphy, Fr. Pat Greed, Gilbert Williams and June Whelan (First Aid) for their work 

with the team during the year.  

 

Hurling 

Wednesday 28th June in Dolla 

Kilruane MacDonaghs 5-14 Silvermines 2-10 

 

Wednesday 11th July in MacDonagh Park 

Kilruane MacDonaghs 4-23 Borrisokane 0-11 

 

Wednesday 26th July in Newport 

Kilruane MacDonaghs 4-12 Newport 2-16 

 

Wednesday 2nd August in MacDonagh Park 

Kilruane MacDonaghs 2-17 Lorrha Rovers 0-12 

U19 



 
 
 
 

Wednesday 30th August in MacDonagh Park 

Kiladangan 3-13 Kilruane MacDonaghs 0-14 

. 

Football 

Semi-Final Wednesday 5th July in MacDonagh Park 

Kilruane MacDonaghs 4-8 Kiladangan 0-4 

 

Final Wednesday 19th July in Borrisokane 

Kilruane MacDonaghs 4-9 Roscrea 1-7 

 

County Semi-Final  Saturday 7th October in Templederry 

Knockavilla 3-16 Kilruane MacDonaghs 2-7 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Although losing out to Silvermines in the final after 

extra time, this was a very successful season for this 

team. To field a third adult team is an achievement in 

itself, but to be competitive in every game and contest 

the final is a tribute to a spirited group of players and a 

well-organised management team. We were in a very 

tough group and did well to qualify for the semi-final 

on score difference. In the semi-final, we had a 

tremendous away victory over Ballina while in the 

final, a valiant effort just came up short. Hopefully, we 

can go one better in 2024. Thanks to Jimmy Cahill, Brian England, Michael O’Meara, Alan 

Quinlan and June Whelan (First Aid) for their work during the year. 

 

Rd 1 Saturday  2nd September in Lorrha 

Kilruane MacDonaghs 0-16 Lorrha 0-11 

 

Rd 2 Sunday 24th September in MacDonagh Park 

Silvermines 1-13 Kilruane MacDonaghs 0-13 

 

Rd 3 Sunday 8th October in MacDonagh Park 

Kilruane MacDonaghs 0-16 Borris-Ileigh 2-10 

 

Semi-Final Saturday 21st October in Ballina 

Kilruane MacDonaghs 3-14 Ballina 2-14 

 

Final Saturday 11th November in Toomevara 

Silvermines 0-19 Kilruane MacDonaghs 1-13 (AET) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Junior C 



 
 
 
 

 
 
The original intention was to play this competition on a round-robin basis. However, time 
constraints dictated that it would be straight knockout. After a few abortive attempts, our 
first round game away to Moneygall Clonakenny eventually took place. We were the 
better team in normal time, but two late scores for the home side took the game into extra 
time where we emerged deserving winners. We were on the road again for the quarter-
final with a trip to Lacken Park to face Newport. With eight minutes left, we trailed by 
eight points but finished with a flourish to take the game to extra time where we ran out 
seven-point winners. The semi-final against defending champions Burgess is scheduled 
for Sunday, 26th November, in Kilcoleman. Thomas Williams, Niall O’Meara and Eanna 
Hogan have done tremendous work with this team, 
 
Preliminary Quarter-Final Sunday 5th November in Moneygall  
Kilruane MacDonaghs 1-19 Moneygall Clonakenny 1-15 (AET) 
 
Quarter-Final Sunday 12th November in Newport  
Kilruane MacDonaghs 4-25 Newport 2-24 (AET) 
 
Semi-Final Sunday 26th November in Kilcoleman  
Kilruane MacDonaghs  2-15 Burgess 1-11 
 
 

  
 
 

After winning the ‘B’ championship in 2022, we were promoted to the ‘A’ competition. 
The championship was straight knockout. We were drawn away to Roscrea in the semi-
final. For most of the game, we were in control and looked likely winners. However, a lack 
of composure in the final few minutes cost us dearly, and we lost on a 2-9 to 0-14 
scoreline. The senior management was in charge of this team. 
 

Social Media:   
 
Twitter – 6,191 Followers 
 
Facebook – 2,197 Followers 
 
Instagram – 1,477 Followers 
 

 
 
 
 
 

U21 

Junior Football 



 
 
 
 

Dan Darcy (1959-2023) 
The late Dan Darcy was a colourful character. He was a familiar 
presence in Cloughjordan village and was known the length and 
breadth of Tipperary for his involvement with the GAA, 
particularly his role as a referee. He gave 34 years’ service as a 
referee. He began his refereeing career in 1989.  Dan took charge 
of games in all grades in venues all over the county. He was a 
great servant of Coiste na Óg and Cumann na mBunscol in 
particular. Dan had his own unique style of refereeing. He had 
the ideal temperament for a referee. Dan was cool and calm and 

was seldom ruffled no matter how volatile the situation was in a game. His willingness to 
travel long distances to referee and his readiness to answer the call in emergency 
situations meant that he was in charge of a huge volume of games each year.  
He had a very successful seventeen-year playing career with Kilruane MacDonaghs. In 
1970, Dan won his first medal when he was on the U13 team that won the club’s inaugural 
title in this championship. He collected his last medal in 1995 when the junior ‘A’ team  
claimed the North title.  Dan was a prolific scorer as a juvenile and continued in the same 
vein in the higher grades.  Among the medals he won were North & County intermediate 
(H),  junior (H), U21 (F), U14 (H) as well as North U21 (H), minor (H), U16 (H) and U13 
(H). Dan captained the 1973 U14 hurling team to North and County honours, and he 
scored the winning goal in the 1978 North intermediate final against Templederry.   
As a mark of respect, the Tricolour in MacDonagh Park flew at half-mast.  Dan’s coffin was 
draped in the MacDonaghs colours, and club members, along with his referee colleagues 
formed, a guard of honour at his funeral. 
Sympathy to his wife Joan, sons Christopher, Daniel and Conal, Michelle, grandson  Mark, 
sister Mary, brothers Billy, Paddy, Jack, Ben, Ned, Tom, Francis, Declan and extended 
family. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam. 
 

  
Tim Cahalan (1931-2023) 

Tim Cahalan, Grenanstown, Norwood and formerly Ardcroney.  
passed to his eternal reward on 10th August. Tim also lived for 
a period in Ogonnelloe where he had a public house.  Playing at 
centre-forward, Tim  won his first North junior medal in 1954 

when Kilruane MacDonaghs overcame Kilcommon in the final. 
He added three more divisional medals in1956, 1960 & 1964. 
In 1960,  he lined  out at corner-back on the junior team that 

defeated Moycarkey  in the County final in Borrisoleigh. He also 
played on the intermediate team that contested the 1962 North 

final against Moneygall and in 1963, he played on the senior team. Tim was a lover of all 
sports and had a particular interest in greyhounds.   
His coffin was draped in the MacDonaghs colours. Club members formed a guard of 
honour at his funeral in Nenagh. As a mark of respect, the Tricolour in MacDonagh Park 

flew at half-mast.  Sympathy to his wife Joan, daughters Imelda, Bernadette, Una, Siobhán, 
sons Seamus & Martin and extended family.  Suaimhneas síoraí dó. 

 



 
 
 
 

Johnny Keogh (1949-2023) 

The late Johnny first played juvenile hurling in 1963, and he was 
on the MacDonaghs team that lost the North U15 final to Borris-
Ileigh in a replay. The following year, he was full-back on one of 
the most successful juvenile teams that ever left the parish, a side 
that also included his brother Mackey. The 1964 team, captained 
by Billy O’Shea, won the North Rural & Urban Rural titles, and for 

good measure, added the County Rural title. They had victories 
over Borris-Ileigh in the North final and Moyne Templetuohy in 
the County final. Kilruane had an 8-3 to 6-2 victory over Nenagh 
in the Urban Rural final and were beaten by a point by Thurles in 
the County final which  had an attendance of over 1,000 in 
Nenagh. In 1965, Johnny was corner-back on the minor team that 
lost the North final against Roscrea. He moved on to play junior 
in 1971. He was also a member of the senior panel that year. 

Johnny was one of MacDonaghs most loyal and faithful followers. He supported our  teams 

in all kinds of weather at venues near and far. Whether we were playing in Lorrha or 

Littleton, Borrisokane or Boherlahan, you could be sure to see Johnny there. Though 
domiciled in Nenagh for many years, he was Kilruane through and through. The Kilruane 
MacDonaghs flag flew defiantly at his home in Benedine, proclaiming to all and sundry 
that his allegiance lay with his native parish. As a mark of respect the Tricolour in 
MacDonagh Park flew at half-mast. His coffin was draped in the MacDonaghs colours and 

club members formed a Guard of Honour at his funeral in Kilruane. Sympathy is extended 
to Majella, Valerie, Ray, Connie, Bunny, all Johnny’s family and friends.  Ar dheis De  go 
raibh a anam.   

 

Seán O’Meara (1940-2023) 
Seán O'Meara, Portmarnock, Dublin, and formerly Ballyhasty, 
Cloughjordan died on the 8th February. Seán joined the Air 
Corps in 1958. Later, he moved to Aer Lingus and spent over fifty 
years there, retiring in 2002. Seán won a Dublin senior hurling 
championship medal in 1963 when the Junior Board selection 

overcame Young Irelands in the final that was played in Croke 
Park. The Junior Board selection was drawn from three clubs Air 
Corps, Grocers and Crokes. It was their one and only success in 
the Dublin senior hurling championship. Seán was back with his 
native Kilruane MacDonaghs in 1965 and partnered Sean 
Hyland in midfield on the side that overcame Lorrha in the North 

final. Seán collected his second Dublin senior hurling medal in 
1970 when Faughs defeated St. Vincents in the final in Croke 

Park to claim their 25th title. Former MacDonaghs players Liam and Sean White also lined 
out on the Faughs team. Later, Seán O’Meara became involved with the Naomh Mearnóg 

club in Portmarnock where he managed several teams. Sympathy to his son Padraic, his 



 
 
 
 

daughters Fiona, Ailish, Caitriona,  Gráinne, sisters Siobhán and Kathleen, brother Seamus 

and extended family.  Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.  
 

Pat O’Neill (1928-2023) 
Pat O’Neill, Glenahilty Cross, died on 9th May in his 95th year.  He 
played junior with Kyle. In 1950, he lined out at corner-forward 

on the Kilruane MacDonaghs team that won the North junior final 
with a victory over Burgess. That team was backboned by players 
from Kyle. Pat scored two goals in that game.  He was a happy 
man when Kilruane MacDonaghs won the Dan Breen in 2022 
with his nephew Mark lining out on the victorious team. 
As a mark of respect, the Tricolour in MacDonagh Park flew at 
half-mast.  His coffin was draped in the MacDonaghs colours and 
club members formed a Guard of Honour at his funeral. Sympathy 

to his nephews Michael, Sean and Liam, his nieces Patricia, Marie and extended family. Ar 

dheis Dé go raibh a anam. 
 

 

Golden Jubilee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North & County U21 Champions 1973: Back: Ger Burns (supporter), Bunny Keogh, Tom 

Killackey,  Phil Reddan, John Quinlan, Donnchadha Minogue, Michael Waters (RIP), Jim 

O’Meara, Dinny Cahill, John Doheny, Michael Cahill (RIP), Tony Sheppard, Dinny Whelan, 

Brendan Egan, Liam Harty (supporter). 

Front: Michael Hogan, Mackey Waters, Dinny O’Meara (Capt), Kevin Dwan (RIP),  Seamus 

Hennessy, Gilbert Williams,  Jim Williams, Joe Hutchinson (RIP), Ivan Austin. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Amháin 

Pobal Amháin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


